[Prefrontal symptoms and personality disorders in substance abusers].
Neuroimaging findings associate personality traits and their disorders with an altered functioning of certain areas of the brain, especially in the frontal lobe. There is a need for instruments that can be applied in clinical practice to explore these relations based on their behavioural manifestations. The sample was composed of 371 subjects with substance abuse/dependence. The Prefrontal Symptoms Inventory (PSI) and the Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory II (MCMI-II) were administered and diagnostic interviews were carried out to determine the existence of disorders affecting axis II (personality disorders). Criteria satisfying a diagnosis of some personality disorder were present in 43.9% of the sample. The results show a broad correlational pattern between the prefrontal symptoms scales and those of personality disorders. The variance in up to eight of the 13 scales of the MCMI-II is predicted in over 20%, based on the combination of scales from the PSI. The personality disorders diagnosed by means of a clinical interview present differential prefrontal symptomatological profiles that were consistent with what was expected. The results support the hypothesis of a relationship between the diagnosis of personality disorders and frontal malfunctioning, thus suggesting new lines for studying and approaching them in clinical practice. Such new paths could involve the use of cognitive rehabilitation to improve day-to-day functioning and modify the neurological substrates underlying personality disorders.